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227 million hectares are 
reported to have been 
acquired since 2001, an 
area of land the size of 
North-Western Europe. ´ 	 � � 
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The World Bank appears 
deeply torn. While the report 
endorses the Bank’s open-
door globalisation agenda, 
the sub-text dissents on 
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Many investments [...] 
failed to live up to 
expectations and, instead of 
generating sustainable 
benefits, contributed to asset 
loss and left local people 
worse off than they would 
have been without the 
investment. In fact, even 
though an effort was made 
to cover a wide spectrum of 
situations, case studies 
confirm that in many cases 
benefits were lower than 
anticipated or did not 
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Farmland is going to be one 
of the best investments of 
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Since the agrarian reform 
began in the 1970s, the state 
has never taken us women 
into account. To have no 
access to land, not even to 
grow a banana tree, is very 
difficult. Not to be worthy of 
land, of a house, is a heavy 
burden on us women. We 
have realised that, and de-
cided to fight for our access 
to land. ! � � � � � � � Å 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Â � � 	 � � � � � _ 	 � � � � � � �

History warns that any 
change in land relations is 
likely to be affected by 
systemic gender 
discrimination and that 
there is no a priori reason to 
assume that changes 
[induced by the new 
commercial pressures on 
land] will be any different. É � � � � È � � � , � � � 
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Foreign investors can easily 
get, nearly for free, 
thousands of hectares, while 
if we, local Kenyan small-
scale producers, want to 
expand our production area, 
it is impossible. What is 
wrong here? ´ � � � � � � � � 
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All our plantations were cut 
down – we lost the banana 
and cassava. We lost 
everything we had. The 
company’s casual labourers 
would attack us – they beat 
and threatened people. Even 
now they won’t let us back 
in to look for the things we 
left behind. I was threatened 
– they told me they were 
going to beat me if we didn’t 
leave. � � � � � � � � � � � � � . � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � 
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We earn 31,000 Rupia 
($3.50) per day. If you know 
that a chicken costs 40,000 
Rupia it is easy to calculate 
that we do not get enough 
proteins. Even rice is 
expensive for us to buy, 
while before the oil palm we 
cultivated it ourselves. 
Before the oil palm came, 
some of our children even 
went to university; 
nowadays it is very difficult 
to have them [finish] 
primary school. ! � � � � � Ë � 	 � � � 
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I used to work eight hours 
per day harvesting palm 
fruit. If I didn’t meet my 
targets I had to stay over 
hours. It is very hard work. 
It was very hot and they 
only gave us 15 minutes to 
eat and drink water. After 
that, we could only drink 
from the stagnant water in 
puddles. We could not claim 
social security. Nor could 
we set up a trade union or 
ask for a salary raise because 
they would immediately 
throw you out. They sold us 
the idea that this 
monoculture was going to 
guarantee work for all and a 
better living. However, what 
it brought was 
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The main constraint on 
development is the 
inequitable land tenure and 
the enormous pressure on 
[land]. The existence of large 
areas of land in large estates 
with little capital 
investment, or large 
extensions of idle land, is the 
main constraint on access to 
land and a major cause of 
social backwardness in the 
field¬` � � � 	 � � � � 	 	 � � � � � � � 	 � 	 Ë � � � � � � �0 � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � ` 0 � ª ­
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Clearly, it is the interests of 
the company to develop the 
agro-fuel project that 
prevail, rather than the 
Q’eqchi peasant families 
living in the area. , � � � � � � � � 
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Box 4: A single standard to strengthen land rights 
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Box 5: Peru – Governments and companies seek to capitalise
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The details of these big land 
acquisitions are often 
shrouded in secrecy, 
particularly the really big 
ones, which seem to be 
negotiated at a very high 
level. É � � � � � 0 È � � Ã 	 � � É ¶ � 
 � � � � � , � � � 
 � 	 � �· � � � � � µ � � �  � � � � � 
 �

 Any land which increases 
in value gets taken out of the 
hands of the poor. ! � � � � � � 	 É � � � � � � � É � É ´ � � � � �
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… The Rapporteur was 
informed of several cases of 
evictions [in Guatemala] in 
situations where the identity 
of the land owner had not 
been properly verified or 
where the boundaries of the 
land in question (finca 
[estate]) had not been 
delineated in a precise 
manner. The participation of 
finca workers in the conduct 
of the eviction, although it is 
illegal, was also witnessed 
on several occasions. While 
the government has shown 
openness to solving some 
cases through forums for 
dialogue (mesas de 
dialogo), the Special 
Rapporteur notes that, all 
too often, the wealthy 
landowners are better 
supported by the State 
apparatus than the peasants 
(campesinos). Å � � 	 � � 	 Ë � � � · ` ´ � � 
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Land deal negotiations are 
unfolding fast and behind 
closed doors. But secrecy 
and haste are no friends of 
good deals. Rather than 
rushing into land contracts, 
governments should 
promote transparent, 
vigorous public debate about 
the future of agriculture in 
their country. µ 	 � � � � 	 � 	 � � � � � Æ Æ É , 2 « «
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The root cause of the 
business and human rights 
predicament today lies in the 
governance gaps created by 
globalization - between the 
scope and impact of 
economic forces and actors, 
and the capacity of societies 
to manage their adverse 
consequences. These 
governance gaps provide the 
permissive environment for 
wrongful acts by companies 
of all kinds without adequate 
sanctioning or reparation. 
How to narrow and 
ultimately bridge the gaps in 
relation to human rights is 
our fundamental challenge./ 	 � � Å � � � � � � · ` ´ � � 
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Box 8: Responsible Agricultural Investment (RAI): 

encouraging or discouraging even more land deals?Ö × ä í Û Ø Õ Ü å O Û ß Õ ä í Ù Õ Ú ß ã Ü × Ø Ù Ü I Õ Ù ä ì Ú ê Ü × è Ü õ ä Õ Ù I Õ Ù ä é Ú × Õ O ä Õ Ø Ü å í Ù Û × ã Û í Ý Õ äØ Ü Õ × ã Ü ë Ù Ú è Õ ã Ü ê í Ú × Û Õ ä Ø Ü Û × I Õ ä Ø Ù Õ ä í Ü × ä Û õ Ý ì Û × Ý Ú × ß Û ä õ Õ Û × è í Ù Ü ê Ü Ø Õ ß õ ìØ Ô Õ ð Ü Ù Ý ß ñ Ú × ò Ú × ß Ø Ô Ù Õ Õ � W Ü Ù è Ú × Û ä Ú Ø Û Ü × ä á V ô î é Ö V ô Y é Ú × ß � W à Ó ô Y â éã Ú Ý Ý Õ ß Ø Ô Õ T Ù Û × ã Û í Ý Õ ä å Ü Ù X Õ ä í Ü × ä Û õ Ý Õ ô è Ù Û ã ë Ý Ø ë Ù Ú Ý Ö × I Õ ä Ø ê Õ × Ø ó Ó Ô Õ ä ÕÕ × ã Ü ë Ù Ú è Õ ã Ü ê í Ú × Û Õ ä Ø Ü Ù Õ ä í Õ ã Ø Ý Ü ã Ú Ý Ù Û è Ô Ø ä é Õ × ä ë Ù Õ Ø Ù Ú × ä í Ú Ù Õ × ã ì é Ú × ß Ú ã ØÛ × Ú ä Ü ã Û Ú Ý Ý ì Ú × ß Õ × I Û Ù Ü × ê Õ × Ø Ú Ý Ý ì å Ù Û Õ × ß Ý ì ê Ú × × Õ Ù ó H Ü ê Õ Ú Ù Õ Ú ß Ú ê Ú × Ø Ø Ô Ú ØØ Ô Õ í Ù Û × ã Û í Ý Õ ä Ú Ù Õ Û × Ø Õ × ß Õ ß Ø Ü Ô Õ Ý í Õ Ù Ú ß Û ã Ú Ø Õ ß Ú ê Ú è Û × è ê Õ è Ú P å Ú Ù ê ß Õ Ú Ý ä óî Ø Ô Õ Ù ä Ú Ù Õ ã Ü × I Û × ã Õ ß Ø Ô Ú Ø Ø Ô Õ í Ù Û × ã Û í Ý Õ ä Ú Ù Õ Ú å Ù Ü × Ø Ø Ü Ô Õ Ý í Ý Õ è Û Ø Û ê Û � Õ Ý Ú × ßè Ù Ú õ õ Û × è Ú × ß å Ú ã Û Ý Û Ø Ú Ø Õ J Ý Ü × è P Ø Õ Ù ê ã Ü Ù í Ü Ù Ú Ø Õ á å Ü Ù Õ Û è × Ú × ß ß Ü ê Õ ä Ø Û ã â Ø Ú ò Õ Ü I Õ ÙÜ å Ù ë Ù Ú Ý í Õ Ü í Ý Õ Û ä å Ú Ù ê Ý Ú × ß ä K óð Ô Ú Ø Õ I Õ Ù Ø Ô Õ Û × Ø Õ × Ø Û Ü × é Ø Ô Õ í Ù Û × ã Û í Ý Õ ä Ú Ù Õ × Ü Ø Ü × Ý ì O Õ Ú ò Õ Ù Ø Ô Ú × Ú Ý Ý Ü Ø Ô Õ Ùä Ø Ú × ß Ú Ù ß ä ê Õ × Ø Û Ü × Õ ß Û × Ø Ô Û ä í Ú í Õ Ù á Û × ã Ý ë ß Û × è Ø Ô Õ ð Ü Ù Ý ß ñ Ú × ò K ä Ü O ×í Õ Ù å Ü Ù ê Ú × ã Õ ä Ø Ú × ß Ú Ù ß ä â é Ø Ô Õ ì Ú Ù Õ Ú Ý ä Ü ä Ü å Ú Ù Ù Õ ê Ü I Õ ß å Ù Ü ê Û ê í Ý Õ ê Õ × Ø Ú Ø Û Ü ×Ø Ô Ú Ø Ø Ô Õ ì ã Ú × × Ü Ø õ Õ ã Ü × ä Û ß Õ Ù Õ ß Ú ä Õ Ù Û Ü ë ä Ù Õ ä í Ü × ä Õ Ø Ü Ø Ô Õ ë Ù è Õ × Ø é í Ù Õ ä ä Û × è éÚ × ß O Û ß Õ ä í Ù Õ Ú ß í Ù Ü õ Ý Õ ê ä ß Õ ä ã Ù Û õ Õ ß Ô Õ Ù Õ ó´ 	 � � 
 � � � ¸ � 	 � � � � � � É ¶ 
 � � � � � � � � � Ë 	 � � Ë 	 � Å � � � 	 � � � È � �  � � 	 . Æ � � � � � � � � � * Å  Æ + �� � � � � - - � � � � � � � � 	 � � � È � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � - * � � � � � 
 
 � � � � � / � � 
 � � � � + ^ � Å  Æ ` * � � � � + Ä Æ � Í � � � � � � 		 � � � � � � � � � � � � È È � � � � � 	 � � � Ã � � � � � � � 	 � � � È � � Ü Í � Â � � 
 � � 	 � � � � Å  Æ ` �� � � � � - - � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � - 	 k Ë � � � � - Å  Æ . É ` � � � Ë * � � � � � 
 
 � � � � � / � � 
 � � � � + �

CDM Watch was right to 
raise concerns. The board 
undertook an investigation 
and after full consideration 
found that the consultation 
met the CDM requirements 
under the parameters of its 
mandate. It’s a matter for 
Honduras to deal with 
outstanding land disputes 
and responsibility for 
violence in the region. � � � � � � _ � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � , �Â 	 � � � 2 ¸ «
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Land is power – social, po-
litical and economic … and 
civil society must continu-
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