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Introduction

In Madagascar, as in other African countries, securing 

access to and control over land is a key issue of economic 

development, poverty reduction and household and 

national food security. “Land is of crucial importance to 

the economies and societies of the region, contributing a 

major share of GDP and employment in most countries, and 

constituting the main livelihood basis for a large portion of 

the population.” (Cotula, Toulmin and Hess: 2004:1) (See also 

Thalgott: 2009 :4). More than 80% of the Malagasy population 

live in rural areas, which means that their main source of 

income and  basis of survival is agriculture. Ramarolanto 

Ratiaray (1989) argues that securing farmers’ access to land 

is one way to improve food security for Madagascar, which 

is currently food insecure, and thereby improve the overall 

economic situation. Access to and control over land is 

therefore important to ensure better lives, for both men and 

women.

The land question in Madagascar is marked by great political 

changes which have occured since the 19th century. As in 

many other African countries that were colonised, land in 

Madagascar is subject to plural tenure systems in which 

a small portion of the land (estimated at about 10%) is 

registered and held in exclusive private ownership based on 

French property law, while most of the land, presumed in law 

to be owned by the state, is in fact occupied and ownership 

conferred through locally legitimate processes derived from 

custom. Malagasy citizens have thus seldom resorted to 

registration, a land process inspired by the “Torrens Act”1, 

and customary rights to access and control over land have 

continued to survive and evolve beside statutory laws. 

Indeed, in many locations in Madagascar, custom is still 

more powerful than statutory law in shaping access, use and 

transfer of land, and the underlying titles have been ignored. 

1  The Torrens title system,invented by robert Torrens in South Australia in the 
1850s and commonly used around the globe, operates on the principle of 

“title by registration” (i.e. the indefeasibility of a registered interest) rather than 
“registration of title.”

….. many land titles were registered before the country’s 
independence in 1896 and the documentation has hardly 
ever been updated. Today a large proportion of plots of 
land which have ownership titles are registered in the name 
of deceased owners. These plots of land are nowadays 
occupied by the descendants of farm workers from the 
colonial concessions which, like the documentation, have 
not been updated, the occupants thus being considered 

as squatters in jurisdictional terms. (Thalgott  :2009:2-3)

Customary rights in Madagascar are derived from social 

recognition. For Malagasy people, land is more than an 

economic asset. In addition to its productive value, land also 

has a social value because it is seen as the link between the 

living and the dead (the ancestors), which is the basis for 

cultural and social identity and status in the community. A 

person is recognized as the owner because he (or, in some 

cases, she) enhances the value of the land. Inheritance is also 

based on social and local recognition. The owner’s children 

are considered the heirs of their father’s land, even if there 

is no will or official documents, escpecially since the oral 

tradition has an important place in Malagasy customary 

rights.

These customary ways of managing land rights have, 

however, come under pressure in more recent times. In 2005, 

the Malagasy government declared that there was a land 

tenure crisis with serious economic and social consequences, 

including a reluctance by the private sector and farmers 

to invest in their land due to tenure uncertainty, and land 

conflicts increasing to such an extent that public order was 

endangered, the courts overwhelmed and the legal system 

threatened with malfunction (Thalgott:2009:3). In addition 

to this, the commodification of land and individualisation of 

ownership had resulted in an increase in land sales, including 

large swathes of occupied state owned land to external 

investors in late 2008, sparking a very serious political crisis. 

These threats to tenure security established through social 

recognition resulted, in the decade prior to 2005, in larger 



number of citizens seeking to formalise their land rights 

by taking advantage of land administration processes 

designed to do this. However, the legal framework was badly 

understood, at times even rejected, and inaccessible to the 

majority of applicants because it was, amongst other things, 

not adjusted to their practical and economic uses. Therefore 

the “modern system of title deeds creates additional tenure 

insecurity on land remaining outside its umbrella. The larger 

the externality imposed on those with informal tenure, and 

the more difficult it is to make titling universal, the more 

likely it is that a land titling initiative will entail a net social 

cost.” (Jacoby and Minten, 2006:13) 

Thus the year 2005 saw the announcement of a new land 

policy which aimed at promoting secure access to land by 

creating a more efficient legal and institutional environment 

through the decentralization of the land management 

system. The Malagasy government promulgated the 

framing law (2005-019, 17 October 2005), which changed 

the principles of the statutes governing land in Madagascar. 

Key to these changes was the legal recognition given 

to ownership derived from occupation and use and the 

integration of local, traditional structures (the village 

elders) and decentralised municipal structures into the 

process of recognition. Decentralized land management 

was concretized by the creation of communal and/or inter-

communal land offices which were responsible for untitled 

private property. Forty such land offices have been installed 

since the policy was approved. These decentralized land 

administration services recognize customary property rights, 

which can be registered and a land certificate issued. The 

first local land office (or communal land management office) 

was inaugurated on July 7th, 2005. The first land certificate 

was issued on 2 February, 2006.

Although implementation of this reform has been slow, 

some gains in issuing land certificates have been achieved. 

In 2008, 33.962 land certificates have been issued across the 

country, of which 8.275 to women (Land Observatory, March 

2009). What is not clear, however, is whether women, who 

make up 37% of the rural population and are key suppliers of 

labour in agricultural production, have been able to secure 

any benefits from the land reform initiatives. Indeed Marcela 

Villarreal, head of the Department Parity, Equity and Rural 

Employment in FAO, argues that: “Disparity in accessing 

land is causing economic and social injustices against 

women in rural areas [and] … can endanger household’s 

and communities’ food security, and affect national food 

security and development” (Gender and right to land, March 

2010). Land reform that does not take this into account 

could therefore accentuate the disparity between men and 

women which prevails at the local level. 

The understanding of how statutory rights to land intersect 

with rights derived from customary practices and how 

women negotiate this plurality is also not well developed in 

Madagascar and elsewhere. Claassens and Mnisi (2009), for 

instance, argue that women’s rights to land are often won or 

lost in this intersection and that more strategic approaches 

to ‘forum shopping’ are advisable. 

Furthermore, there are gender issues relating to definitions of 

tenure security. Ribot and Peluso (2003: 153) state that “access 

differs from property in multiple ways that have not been 

systematically accounted for within the property and access 

literature”. They define access as “the ability to benefits from 

things – including material objects, persons, institutions, 

and symbols” (2003: 153). In this sense, the meaning of 

access to land should be seen as “a bundle of powers”, not 

necessarily as a “bundle of rights”. On the opposite, Rogier 

van den Brink, Glen Thomas, Hans Binswanger, John Bruce, 

Frank Byamugisha (2007:1) defined property as a “a social 

relation”:  “it is about rights and duties. It defines what an 

individual, a community, or the state can and cannot do with 

a certain commodity, and what needs to be respected by 

others—think of property as a “bundle” of “my” rights and 

“your” obligations”. Therefore land rights could be defined 

and enforced by the community or the state and have to be 

understood by all. Therein lies the notion of secure tenure, 

because the enforcement of land rights understood by all 

in society secures an individual’s access. This understanding 

implies that women’s rights to access land depend on the 

status they have in their community or country. The strength 

of Ribot and Peluso’s definition is that it incorporates a view 

of tenure security that includes the power to extract benefits 

deriving from possession of the land, which women often 

don’t have in relation to their husbands, who do seem to 

have this power e.g. decision-making over what crops to 



plant and what to do with the harvests, and the ability to 

control the labour of their wives.

Objectives of the research
As an action research project, the overall objective of this 

research was to analyse and support women’s struggles for 

their legal and customary rights to access and control land in 

two rural regions of the central highlands of Madagascar. This 

research therefore intended to contribute to an improved 

understanding of how women access land through both 

customary and reformed statutory processes in Madagascar. 

In addition to this overall objective, the project also defined 

a set of specific objectives, as follows:  

•	 To assess and analyze how different women access 

and negotiate their land rights through customary 

and statutory laws, and the gaps and overlapping 

complementarities between them.

•	 To understand how the relationship between the gender 

division of labour, benefits and use of land and other 

resources affetcs women’s tenure security.

•	 Lobby to influence current land reform processes and 

share information with local women about women’s 

right, vulnerability and experiences in accessing land.

In particular, this research hoped to contribute to an 

understanding of :

•	 What land different women get access to through 

customary practice, how certain, robust and durable this 

access is and what rights women have in terms of family 

land that they contribute their labour to but don’t have 

control over; 

•	 Factors affecting women’s access to land certificates, 

and specifically whether different women face the same 

obstacles.
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1. Methodology 

The land tenure system is complicated in Madagascar. Our 

primary approach was to gather data in  a few regions of the 

country, in order to broaden our understanding of dynamics 

that would affect planned actions designed to improve 

women’s access to and control over land. The timeframe and 

the budget of the research action project did not allow us to 

have a lot of field sites. Therefore, the team decided to select 

two case studies, instead of one, the purpose was to be able 

to better understand the impact of the environment (legal 

and social) on women’s land rights.  

Action research
The Malagasy team understands the concept of action-

research as a process to verify assumptions on women’s land 

right issues and then reflect on the information obtained 

during the field work in order to implement actions, 

especially to build women’s capacity at community level. 

Therefore, the need to understand women’s social, economic 

and cultural environment was crucial in implementing the 

project. Furthermore, understanding women’s position gave 

us the entry point on how to interact and help them to 

improve their situation in terms of land access and control. 

Site selection  
Two rural communes (an administrative subdivision which 

includes the fokontany2) were chosen for the action research. 

Both of them are located in central highlands of Madagascar. 

The commune in the North, in Analamanga region, is located 

70 km to the east of the capital. There are 14 fokontany  in 

2  The fokontany, the smallest administrative subdivision in Madagascar, is based on 
the village.

this commune. Most of the people there belong to the  

Merina3 ethnic group. A local land office was established in 

this commune in 2005.   

The commune of Sahambavy, located 25 km from 

Fianarantsoa, the chief town of Haute Matsiatra Region, 

has 10 fokontany. The population in this commune is mainly 

Betsileo. Compared to the first commune, access to resources 

such as inputs, credit, information and farm equipment is not 

so difficult.

3 Merina have straighter hair and fairer skin than Betsileo. Their customs differ on a 
few points especially on women’s and men’s statute and the way to prepare the 
deceased.  Betsileo, for example do not practice the “famadiana” (exhumation 
ceremonies done by family members for the long deceased relatives) . In Betsileo 
tribes, men are still the provider of incomes for the family. They consider selling 
goods (crops) at the market as a work for women etc.
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The following table will help to understand more the 

decentralized administration system in Madagascar:

Table 1: Decentralized administration system

Administrative subdivision Level of authority Implication in term of land management

Central government Central authority Ministry of land and other land related departments

Region Replace the former province Not yet clarified

District Under the regional authority Devoluted land management system (land management services)

Commune
Under the regional authority but 
controlled by the district 

Communal land management office/local land 
office (decentralized management system)

Fokontany Under the commune authority Local recognition committee

The chief towns of the two communes are easily accesbile 

by a daily public bus service. IN both communes large areas 

of land have not yet been titled, meaning that the land is 

presumed to be State property. However, “in a context of 

liberalization and democratization, those lands that are 

not registered but developed, used for farming or housing 

by generations of users, can no longer be considered as 

presumed government properties” (Tessier, et al,2008:5).
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Characteristics of the 3 fokontany are summarized in the 

following table:

Table 2: Selection of villages per site

First area Second area Third area

Miadanandriana Ambohipeno: 

- Difficult to access the area 

- Difficult access to administrative 
and social services

- Large area belonging to the State

- Principal activity: charcoal 

Ambohitsoabe:

- Administrative and social services nearby

- There is a “Guichet foncier” in the village

- Easy access to the area

- Principal activity: rice 

Ambohimanjaka:

- There are women in this area who 
have received their land certificates

- Forest area

- Difficult access to the area

Sahambavy Antotohazo:

- Easy to access the area

- Administrative and social services nearby

- Important area of rice growing 
but off season crop difficult 

- Eucalytpus reafforestation

Ambalavao Ivondrona:

- Possibility to grow off season crops 
(traditionally grown by women)

- Easy to access the area

- Nearness of administrative and social services

Bedia:

- Forest area

-Difficult access to the area
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Information collection tools used
The following table synthesizes the methods used:

Table 3: Information collection tools used

Methods used Sites Number Useful for what kind 
of data collection

Problem faced

Literature review 12 docs Land tenure policy 
Land reform 
Gender and access to land

Very few documents directly 
available for the team

Social mapping Miadanandriana

Sahambavy

01

01

Information on women’s 
situation in the villages 

Difficult for the villagers to give 
information about others 

Interviews Miadanandriana

Sahambavy

62

65

Information on access and 
control over land of different 
categories of women 

Women found it difficult 
to give information on 
the issues because of the 
lack and knowledge and 
land issues are according 
to them men’s business  

Focus group discussion Miadanandriana

Sahambavy

15

9

Overall understanding on 
women’s and men’s access 
and control over land 

Risk of biased information 
because of influential  
people in the group 

Case studies Miadanandriana

Sahambavy

10

10

Success or unsuccessful 
stories of some women

Women are afraid to 
give information 

Workshop Ambalaroka 01 Identification of 
women’s problems  

Low participation of 
villagers mainly women 
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Actions 
The actions undertaken during this action research project 

to help women in their struggles for land rights were: 

•	 Workshops to present feedback of process and 

information gathered during the research phase of the 

project.

•	 Advice given to women during the interviews. 

Information on land local office, its role and how to 

access to its services was given to some women in 

Miadanandriana. Existing laws, regarding inheritance, 

marriage and other issues related to access and control 

of land were explained to some women. 

•	 A Training workshop on innovation techniques about 

jatropha, moringa, honey production was organized to 

support women in their activities. 

•	 Sensitization was carried out to raise women’s awareness 

of their land rights, specifically on the importance of 

securing their access and control over land and of the 

opportunities presented by the existing land reform 

programme. 

•	 Brochures and leaflets about women general rights, 

women’s land rights, steps to follow to obtain land 

certificates, and supporting institutions and their 

addresses, were distributed. 

•	 A Peer to peer exchange was organized during the 

World Rural Women’s day celebration:

•	 Experience exchange: success story of selected 

women, problems encountered and actions 

undertaken. 

•	 Question and debate.

•	 Sensitization.

•	 Advice was given by the deputy mayors of the two sites 

on land certificates, sensitization, land tenure problems 

at the community level. 

•	 Lobbying local and traditional authorities on women 

land rights at community level has started and will 

continue during the next months. 

Problems encountered
Research was undertaking during the rainy seasonwhen 

food is in short supply and villagers are busy with cropping 

activities, limiting their availability for focus group 

discussions. Interviews were done two or three times, when 

the interviewee was able to give the field assistant time. 

The political crisis in Madagascar constrained the team’s 

activities. At the beginning of 2009, it was difficult to conduct 

the field work as it was not safe to travel. Our field sites are 

located in two different region of Madagascar and it was 

quite difficult for us to organize field trips. Working in such 

sensitive situation was not easy, especially in meeting and 

working with the administration, even at local and rural level. 

People in those administrations were unsure about their 

situation and were reluctant to be seen to be taking any 

visible action that could draw unwanted political attention. 

The community had reservations about talking to outsiders 

about land issues as these are very sensitive. It was therefore 

necessary to build relationships based on confidence before 

undertaking research activities. To do so, we decided to 

recruit animators/field assistants from the same region and 

to build on the existing relation between the institution 

involved and the community at the field sites. For example, 

HARDI already worked on land issues in the research area 

in Miadanandriana, which therefore made it easier for us to 

interact with people on land issues.

Men do not easily allow their wives to participate in 

interviews and meetings. This was one of our big challenges 

in doing the field work. 
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2. Political, economic and legal context

Madagascar is an island situated in the Indian Ocean, 400km 

from the east African coast. The island has around 4800 km 

of coastline and an area of 584 000 km2. The population was 

an estimated 20 millions in July 2008. According to the World 

Bank data base, 68.7% of the population lives under the 

poverty level and only 70.7% of the adults (people above 15 

years) are literate. The main activity in the country is farming 

and 78% of the population lives in rural areas. Malagasy GDP 

was about 9.5 billion USD and the GNI 420 USD in 2008. 

More than half of the population are under 20 years old and 

50.6% of the population are female .

In terms of poverty distribution, rural areas are more affected 

(73.5%) than urban areas (52%), coastal regions are more 

affected (80% ) than the highlands. 4

Legal framework

Evolution of Land Law
In 19th century, Malagasy land management was based on 

family use of land. Land was owned by the monarchy and 

people had rights to access land but had to pay taxes to the 

sovereign. In late 19th century, Queen RANAVALONA decided 

to write the 305 codes (which defined rules to use and rights 

to property), contributing to land law evolving from oral 

tradition, in which land was used by families and recognized 

by the community, into codes. In 1911, the colonial influence 

further eroded the oral tradition all over the country through 

the development of land administration processes that 

involved the creation of registry, the parcellisation and of 

land allocation to legal owners.

More recently, since 2005, Madagascar embarked on an 

extensive land reform process, guided by the Land Policy 

Letter, which has resulted in a number of new laws.

4  Source: National Housebold Survey (EPM), 2005

Reformed legal framework (Thalgott, 
2009:8)

Law n°2005-019 of 17th October 2005, so-called framing 
law, establishing the governing principles of land statutes.

Among the most significant points of the 2005 law are the 
following:

•	 Decentralised land management and greater 
devolution within the administrative services in 
charge of land administration;

•	 Recognition of land occupation and use as a form 
of ownership.

In addition is the creation of a Land administration 
observatory (tool for monitoring and evaluating the 
situation and measuring impact)

Law n° 2006-031 of 24th November 2006 establishing the 
legal regime for private untitled land

Other laws and acts have been progressively added to 
complete the legal framework:

•	 Law n° 2008-013 of 3rd July 2008 concerning Public 
property

•	 Law n° 2008-014 of 23rd July 2008 concerning State-
owned land, decentralised councils and legal persons 
governed by public law.

Acts for the previously mentioned laws

Circular from the MRFDAT (Minsitry of Land Reform, 
Decentralisation and territorial Management - Ministère de la 
Réforme Foncière, de la Décentralisation et de l’Aménagement 
du  Territoire) regarding the procedures for provision of 
state titled property exploited by occupants in February 
2009
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Decentralized land management system
Decentralized land management was implemented through 

the creation of communal and/or inter-communal land 

offices responsible for untitled private property. These 

decentralized land administration services recognize 

traditional property rights and translated them into an act: 

“the land certificate”.

Local land office:
In Madagascar, there are only 312 local land offices for 1410 

municipalities. Local land offices exist at municipal level, 

but several municipalities can request a joint office, so they 

can share the fees to make this service work. Two decision-

making bodies exist in this service:

•	 Municipal advisers and the mayor

•	 Local recognition committee, composed of:

•	 The mayor or his representative

•	 The village head 

•	 Two elders (men or women) elected by the 

community to represent them

Registration process
In order to deliver a land certificate, the local land office has 

to adhere to the following steps:

•	 Application form filled in by the person concerned

•	 Registration of the application

•	 Presentation

•	 Recognition process

•	 Printing and signature of the land certificate 

•	 Parcel registration

•	 Land certificate release

Cost for land certification process:
There are two costs when applying for a land certificate:

•	 When applying, the fixed fee is 5000 ariary (around 2.5 

USD) per certificate. 

•	 Fees voted by the municipal council.

Gender and land rights  

Women, equality, inheritance, marital law and 
land
In constitutional, marital, property and inheritance law, as 

well asin land law, women’s rights are explicitly defined and 

stated to be equal to men’s, yet our observation shows that, 

in practice, these laws are not really applied and women do 

not have equal status with regard to land and property. 

•	 The constitution adopted in September 18th, 1992, states 

that all Malagasy citizens regardless of sex, education 

level, wealth, ethnicity, or religious belief have the same 

rights. Everyone has the right to information, the right 

to build a family and bequeath his or her belongings by 

inheritance.

•	 In terms of patrimony and access to land and women’s 

rights, the civil code legally recognises formal and 

customary marriages. Law N° 67-030 (December 1967, 

modified by Law N° 90-014 in 1990), states that in case 

of divorce, the wife and husband will get the same share. 

However, because of ignorance, the traditional division 

in thirds is maintained.

•	 Concerning inheritance rights, Law N° 68-012 (July 1968) 

on succession, wills and donations stipulates equality 

between man and the woman. Art. 16 clarifies that the 

spouses don’t inherit from each other, the surviving 

spouse being relegated to the eighth rank on the list 

of heirs. “In the absence of a will or if the succession 

is partially testamentary, the heirs are called in the 

following order, without distinction of sex: children; 

grand children; father and mother; brothers and sisters; 

children of the brothers and sisters; uncles and aunts; 

cousins; spouses, the state”. This ranking in the eight 

positions applies to both the man and the woman. 
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•	 In the current legislation, there is no discrimination 

between men and women concerning  access to land. 

Law N° 60-146 (October 1960, modified in August 2003 

according to Law N° 2003-029) on land tenure admits an 

equal right of men and women. The land reform issued 

from the land tenure policy did not specify gender 

dimensions.

Institutional mechanisms for the promotion of 
women’s rights
There below political actions and institutional mechanisms 

promote women’s rights:

•	 Ministry of Population and Gender Promotion 

•	 The National Policy of for the Promotion of Women (Plan 

National de Promotion des Femmes-PNPF, 2000) aims 

reducing disparities between men and women and 

between rural and urban dwellers in order to establish 

balanced development. Its five components mainly 

concern women’s economic status:

1.  Improvement of the income and economic status 

of women, particularly those most deprived (rural 

women, female-headed households, etc.)

2. Improvement of the level of education and training 

of girls and women 

3. Promotion of the right to health, especially 

reproductive health 

4. Reinforcement of women’s rights and participation 

in decision-making 

5. Improvement of the institutional system for the 

promotion of balanced development between men 

and women.

•	  By adopting the Beijing Platform of Action during the 

4th World Conference on Women in 1995, the Malagasy 

Government accepted equality of the sexes and the 

emancipation of women as fundamental principles of 

human and durable development. This engagement 

was reaffirmed in the Millennium Declaration (United 

Nations, September 2000), which recognizes the need 

for promoting gender equality and the empowerment 

of women as an effective means to fight poverty, hunger 

and disease and to promote sustainable development. 

Indeed, gender inequality (i.e. social and economic 

differences between men and women) are factors in all 

forms of poverty. Thus, such inequality must be targeted 

by all interventions against poverty, not only for ethical 

reasons, but also to be effective.

Therefore, many countries, including Madagascar, 

committed themselves to integrate a gender dimension in 

all their development interventions and implement specific 

policies and programs to reduce inequality between 

women and men. This strategy—‘mainstreaming’—calls for 

the analysis of policies and programs to identify any gender-

differentiated impact and to adjust them in order to ensure 

that the actions contribute to the achievement of equality 

between the sexes. 

National Action Plan Gender and Development
The 2004–2008 National Action Plan Gender and Development 

(Plan National Genre e Développment-PANAGED) integrated 

a gender dimension into all development interventions. 

Its objective was to integrate gender issues in institutions, 

programs and development projects. 

PANAGED also envisaged two specific programs to 

improve situations of obvious inequality noted within the 

development of the National Policy for the Promotion of 

Women framework—the economic efficiency of women, 

and their legal and social conditions—two sectors which 

are not always considered in ministerial actions, and thus 

addressed by PANAGED. 

Improvement of the Economic Efficiency of Women had five 

components: 

1. Rural and suburban women’s access to the factors and 

means of production—this action is justified by the 

difficulties encountered by some women, particularly 

feamle heads of household (widows, divorced or 

separated, unmarried mothers), in accessing land and 

credit;
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2. Support to women in the informal sector, in which most 

of urban and rural women are involved, in spite of the 

precariousness that characterizes this sector;

3. Women’s access to the formal sector;

4. Lightening of the domestic tasks of women—it was 

noted, in urban as well as in rural areas, that the time 

devoted by women to domestic duties (in particular 

caring for children, old and sick family members, water 

collection, cooking, etc.) limits the time that they can 

devote to productive work;

5. Economic and social support of uneducated girls—this 

action is aimed at building the capacity of girls who left 

school early to assume their future responsibilities (as 

mothers, development workers and citizens). 

Improvement of the Legal and Social Condition of Women also 

has five components:

1. Support for the application of rights for all—letting 

the target groups know about their rights and possible 

options, and setting up an institution to monitor 

women’s rights;

2. Promotion of the right to information and training—

women should have the opportunities to receive 

information and training, illiteracy has to be eliminated;

3. Support to social and legal reforms—aimed at improving 

the framework of women’s lives, in particular for women 

in difficult situations, such as feamle heads of household 

and women working in factories;

4. Work on violence against women, including domestic 

violence: assistance to the victims of violence, 

reinforcement of the sanctions against the perpetrators 

of violence, and creation of a social dynamic for the work 

against violence;

5. Improvement of women’s representation in decision-

making—this is justified by the weak representation 

of women in public life, except for judicial power and 

in the management in private organisations. Progress 

on this issue, which is not dependent on qualifications, 

relies on effective lobbying and the reinforcement of the 

leadership capacities of women. 

Customary practices 
Customary practices are changing and adapting to new 

economic and social realities in the two regions where the 

field work was conducted. Although there are differences 

in customary practices regarding allocation of land to men 

and women in the different regions of Madagascar, land is 

primarily men’s business since it is men that are responsible 

for social obligations such as constructing and rehabilitating 

tombs and undertaking activities during funeral and 

exhumation ceremonies. Such social obligations are very 

important and can constitute more than 30% of household 

expenses. Men are granted land as heads of family in order 

to help them meet the family’s needs. Land also grounds 

men’s social identity.  

Most of the women interviewed during the field work were 

married. Therefore, we are referring to them when speaking 

about women in the next paragraph. 

Women have access to land mainly in the upland zones 

where they participate in planting, weeding and harvesting. 

Men control large areas of upland plots and lowland fields 

for rice cropping -  since rice is the staple food of the 

Malagasy, its cultivation is the men’s responsibilities. Cassava 

fields are also controlled by men because this is a physically 

demanding crop and one of the cash crops. Women control 

the “farmyard” garden where they cultivate legumes for 

family consumption. 

Women either do not inherit land at all or receive only a small 

upland plot from their parents when they get married. These 

upland fields are not given to women as their property but 

for use only. Parents may also provide land for daughters 

who are single mothers. Widows have access to their 

husband’s land through their childrens’ inheritance if they 

stay in their husband’s village. If a widow returns to her home 

village, she may or may not receive land for cultivation from 

her parents or brothers. Divorced women do not have access 

to their husband’s land even if formally married. However, if 

a divorced woman goes back to her native village, she may 

obtain a piece of land from her parents or brothers. 
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3. Data evidence 

Use of terminology

Land Access 
Malagasy men and women receive the right to use land 

through a number of different processes that are a mix of 

legal acts and customs. In general, married women access 

land through their husbands. Divorced women generally 

returned to their parents’ villages and can access a piece of 

land there; attributed by the relatives (parents in general). 

Widows can stay in their husbands’ houses and have access 

to land if there is no conflict between her and the in-laws. 

In case of conflict, widows can return to their home village 

and request a plot there from her parents, if they are still 

alive, or from their brothers. Unmarried women often stay in 

their home village and access part of the family land to farm, 

though it does not usually belong to them. The procedures 

to access land include: 

•	 Inheritance: the most common way rural people access 

their land

•	 Purchase

•	 Tenancy

•	 Loan

•	 Donation

•	 Application for State land: one can ask the State for 

ownership of a plot if one intends to add value to it 

or is already using it. Therefore the State can transfer 

ownership.

In general, these procedures apply to all types of land, i.e. 

titled, in the process of titling, untitled and certified land, 

because land ownership is by social recognition in rural 

areas, regardless of the existence of official documents

Control over land
A person has control over land when he (or she) can make 

decisions about what to produce on the land and the 

use (exchange or consumption) of the produce. The team 

considers ‘ownership’ to be included in the concept of 

‘control’. In rural areas, social recognition is the most common 

means of ensuring ownership of land. However, transactions 

on land and ownership recognition can have several layers: 

•	 Social recognition: the most basic one. It is recognized 

in customary practices with aspects integrated into 

the reformed legalframework (law 2005-019), through 

the establishment of the local recognition committee 

(composed by recognized elders and leaders of the 

community, municipal advisors and an administrator). 

•	 Verbal agreement with witnesses: a kind of verbal 

contract between two persons, used in case of tenancy 

for example. Witnesses rare used to guarantee the 

transaction and vouch for its legitimacy if necessary for 

for the social recognition of ownership.

•	 Bill of sale: these “petits papiers” (little papers), bills of sale 

signed by two parties and at fokontany or municipality 

level, represent ownership of land for people at local 

level. Those papers can be considered in a titling process 

but have no legal value. However, in the certification 

process at communal level, these are considered by the 

local recognition committee.

•	 Certification or titling processes: the two processes give 

security of tenure to the owner of the title deed. However, 

title has a higher recognition in terms of exchange value 

(e.g. for access to credit). Rural people in general do not 

know the difference between the two in terms of rights 

and secure tenure.
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Women’s social position 
In order to better understand the context and select the 

women to be interviewed according to their social positions, 

a social mapping exercise was undertaken in the two sites. 

Four criteria were identified by the community to categorize 

women:

1. Matrimonial status :

a. Married 

b. Widowed 

c. Unmarried 

d. Single mother 

e. Divorced 

2. Education level :

a. Illiterate 

b. Primary school

c. Secondary school

3. Wealth 

a. Poor: households may have their own small plot of land 

but need to complement this with work as a laborers.

b. Medium: households own land but in addition 

submit to the “fahatelony” practice, a sharecropping 

arrangement in which the tenant gives one-third of the 

harvest to the land owner in return for land use. The 

crop produced in this way, mainly rice, is not usually 

enough to fulfil the family needs for a whole year.

c. Rich: household apply the “fahatelony” practice. Crops 

produced by their own efforts and by sharecroppers 

cover the family’s needs for an entire year.

4. Household size

a. Small: less than 2 children

b. Medium : 3 to 5 children 

c. Large : more than 6 children 

The total number of concerned women in the social mapping 

is 552 in Sahambavy and 222 in Miadanandriana. The social 

mapping helps us to categorize the women in our field sites 

not only by wealth ranking but also by marital status. The 

following figures, which give the number of women in the 

3 villages for each site according to their marital statusshow 

that in both sites married women were the most important 

category. 
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The interviews were carried out for each category of women 

in the two sites. In Malagasy society, even in the central 

highlands, considered as most progressive, women perceive 

that their social identity is strengthened through marriage, 

and unmarried or divorced women are stigmatized.

Women’s place in agriculture 
Men as well as women have responsibilities in farming 

systems, based on a clear division of labor in each cropping 

activity. Daily activities for each important period of the year 

and seasonal calendars show that men work as much as 

women in farming, but women’s activity loads differ as they 

take care of domestic duties such as preparing food and 

childcare. The two figures below show the daily calendar 

of poor men and women in Miadanandriana during rice 

harvesting time. Men as well as women participate in rice 

cropping although they do not carry out the same activities. 

While women undertake domestic duties, men have time 

to rest or undertake other activities such as trade in town 

or charcoal production.  The same scheme is observed in 

Sahambavy. 
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are grown in the zone of seasonal flooding next to the 

lowland fields and rivers, called “baiboho”. Besides the 

farmyard gardens managed by women only, all types of 

land are accessed by both men and women, although their 

activities differ. Men do the land preparation, while weeding 

and planting are done by women. Men tend to make the 

decisions regarding the cash crop, which is mainly rice. 

The decision on the crop production management depends 

on the wealth of the family. In rich households, husbands 

and wives jointly decide what to use harvests for, in medium 

and poor households, only men manage the production. 

Women in rich households can decide on the production to 

be used for home consumption. 

In the central highlands, especially in our field sites, the 

pressure on land is growing because of the increase of the 

population in the area with people farming even on the 

slope of hills. Depending on the type of land, the cropping 

activities differ. How women use land, regarldess of marital 

status, and their bargaining power are related to their wealth 

on one hand, but also to the type of crops. The following 

transects, which represent the types of cultivation explained 

above, show how the landscape position affects women’s 

access to and control over land, and the procedures mainly 

used to access those types of land: 
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The second and third transects show that poor and medium 

women have access to but not control over land. Rich 

women have more access to and control over land. Women 

are unpaid laborers in their husbands’ fields as they do not 

decide on the use of production, especially cash crops 

despite undertaking most of the cropping. Decision-making 

of women in the production management depends on their 

wealth, which is related to their education level. Wealthier 

families provide a better education for their daughters. In 

poorer families, there is a competition between boys and 

girls on who is prioritized for education. Generally, it is the 

boys who receive external education while girls tend to 

get married young. Therefore improving women’s level of 

education will empower them in terms of decision-making 

and control over the land they work on. 

In rural areas, according to our research results, people access 

their land mostly through inheritance. Women can access 

their husband’s land, however they do not participate in 

decision-making regarding the use of production. Therefore, 

women’s access to land and tenure security depends on 

men’s goodwill. It is thus important for women’s land tenure 

security which ensures their independence in rural areas, 

especially for women of poor and medium wealth, to obtain 

land certificates to secure their access to and control over 

land and the benefits of their work.

Women’s knowledge about the 
land reform process

Knowledge of local land office 
The local land office is one of the tools used to implement 

land reform, i.e. secure land rights. As stated above, 

Miadanandriana already has a local land office while 

Sahambavy does not. Citizens’ knowledge of land reform 

and the functions of the local land office is crucial to increase 

the number of applications for land certificates, which are 

intended to ensure better access and control over land. In 

both research sites, very few of the women interviewed 

were aware of the existence and the usefulness of the land 

office and its role in securing land tenure. In Miadanandriana, 

less than half of the women know of the existence of the 

land office, despite the fact that it was the first of the local 

land offices to be established in Madagascar, as shown in the 

below table:
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Table 4: Women’s knowledge of local land office in Miadanandriana

Sites Education level Do not know Know Total

Ambohimanjaka Illiterate 4 2 6

  Primary 4 5 9

  Secondary 4 3 7

Total Ambohimanjaka  12 10 22

Ambohipeno Illiterate  2 2

  Primary 9 6 15

  Secondary 1 4 5

Total Ambohipeno  12 10 22

Ambohitsobe Illiterate 2 2 4

  Primary 6 4 10

  Secondary 1 4 5

Total Ambohitsobe  9 10 19

Total  33 30 63

There are high levels of participation by men in meetings 

organized in the commune or in the village, whereas women’s 

participation tends to be low because they are either busy 

in domestic tasks or not allowed by their husbands to 

participate. Land issues are considered men’s responsibility, 

so if the local land office staff or other partners organize a 

meeting to discuss decentralized land reform, including the 

role of the land office, women are not always involved. 

It is interesting, however, that in Sahambavy some women 

already know what a local land office is although one has 

not yet been established in the commune. The reason for this 

appears to be that a sensitization process on the importance 

of land local office was done by FIANTSO, an NGO working 

on land issues. This NGO is now considering implementing a 

land office in this municipality. 
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Table 5: Women’s knowledge of local land office in Sahambavy

Site Education level Do not know Hear but not know Know Total

Ambalavao Low 3   3

  medium 11  1 12

Total Ambalavao  14  1 15

Antotohazo Low 7   7

  medium 12 1  13

Total Antotohazo  19 1  20

Bedia Illiterate 1   1

  Low 2 1  3

  Medium 7 4 6 17

  High  1 1 2

Total Bedia  10 6 7 23

Total  43 7 8 58

Visits to the local land office 
Women’s education level did not appear to influence whether 

they visited the local land office in Miadanandriana. During 

interviews, women described procedures for obtaining land 

certificates as very long and expensive and said they lacked 

time or money to undertake such applications. In addition, 

many of them stated that land issues, such as titles and 

registration, are men’s concerns. 

The land office in Miadanandriana at this time covers only 2 of 

14 fokontany (villages), Ambohimanjaka and Ambohipeno, in 

the municipality, i.e. the area concerned is limited. The mayor 

of the commune and local land office workers complained 

that the status of land in their area is complicated. They 

can only work on untitled private property. This area was 

included in the cadastral operation in 1935, so parcels falling 

under the cadastre are managed by the land tenure services 

and not by the local land office. The powers of the land office 

do not extend to accessing those lands for implementing 

land certification and therefore the assistance the office is 

able to give is constrained. It seems that there is a conflict 

between the local land office and the land tenure service at 

the district level in Manjakandriana because of the status of 

this land. 
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Table 6: Visits to the local land office in Miadanandriana

Sites Education level Visited Land office Did not visit Total

Ambohimanjaka Illiterate  1 4 5

Primary 3 6 9

Secondary 6 6

Total Ambohimanjaka 4 16 20

Ambohipeno Illiterate 2 2

Primary 4 9 13

Secondary 1 4 5

Total Ambohipeno 5 15 20

Ambohitsobe Illiterate  4 4

Primary 1 8 9

Secondary 3 2 5

Total Ambohitsobe 4 14 18

Total 13 45 58

Land certificate and land title  
Very few women have land certificates, title or even a 

document that proves their ownership of the land. Among 

the 59 certificates delivered by the local land office, 8 

belong to women. Only three of the interviewed women 

in Miadanandriana have land certificates and they are in 

the medium or rich ctegory. Those figures can partly be 

explained by lack of resources that women need to apply 

for the land certificates. However, even if the costs were 

reduced and the process simplified, compared to the 

titling process, women have not been sensitized about the 

importance of having a document to prove that they own 

their land. Therefore, it is not automatic for those women to 

visit the land office and to be informed about their rights to 

access this kind of service. The women with certificates were 

strongly supported in their application by someone in their 

family, most often a male.
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Table 7: Women’s with land certificate in Miadanandriana

Sites Wealth ranking No cerrtificate Have certificate General total 

Ambohimanjaka Medium class 5 1 6

Poor 14 14

Rich 2 2

Total Ambohimanjaka 21 1 22

Ambohipeno Medium class 13 13

Poor 7 7

Rich 1 1 2

Total Ambohipeno 21 1 22

Ambohitsobe Medium class 4 1 5

Poor 10 10

Rich 2 2

Total Ambohitsobe 16 1 17

General total 58 3 61

In Sahambavy, only 8% of the women have land titles or 

documents which prove their ownership of the land. We 

found out that there is no correlation between the wealth 

level and the ownership of land. In this case, women’s 

beliefs that land is men’s business appears to influence their 

responses to having the land they use titled or registered, 

as does their belief that they own the land because they 

can use it and the community recognizes their husband’s 

ownership.
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Table 8: Women’s with land certificate in Sahambavy

Site Wealth ranking No land title
Have land title or 
land documents General total

Ambalavao Medium 6 1 7

  Poor 7   7

  Rich 2 1 3

Total Ambalavao   15 2 17

Antotohazo Medium 7 1 8

  Poor 8 1 9

  Rich 3   3

Total Antotohazo   18 2 20

Bedia Medium 14   14

  Poor 6 1 7

  Rich 1   1

Total Bedia   21 1 22

General total   54 5 59
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4. Inheritance process and land rights 

The inheritance processes differ for the two sites.

For Merina tribe, there is no written law, customary or 

statutory, regarding inheritance distribution. The heirs can 

divide their inherited land the way they want by verbal 

agreement, by acts signed in front of an official or not. Verbal 

agreement are done in public and with all the concerned 

heirs, in case of conflict, such agreement is considered 

consensus. A few decades ago, people in Imerina were used 

to writing wills, but nowadays, succession is rarely based on 

wills. Women do not inherit land in general. If they inherit 

they receive just a third of the less productive land.

In Miadanandriana, inheritance practices have changed. 

Most women and men, according to the interviews and 

focus group discussion, inherit from their parents. Men and 

women have the same rights and therefore receive the 

same area and types of land. This change is observed in 

the northern part of the central highlands, mainly near the 

capital where access to social services, such as education 

and information, is easier. The population in this region of 

the country has better knowledge of the laws. This fact can 

be characterized as a loss of cultural identity. 

In Sahambavy, most households describe inheritance as 

shaped primarily by customary practices. Women can inherit 

but the size and the type of land they receive are not the 

same as that which men inherit. Women receive symbolic 

land, a very small area, which is called “sotro ihinanana” 

(spoon for eating). Rice fields are given to men and upland 

fields to women. The land women receive as inheritance 

is given to their brothers, who are the responsible for all 

social obligations in the village. However, the women can 

claim their access to their land if they become widowed or 

divorced and return to their family village. Legally married 

women who are divorced or widowed women do not 

inherit their husband’s property if they have children. If they 

are childless, they inherit one third of the inheritance while 

two thirds goes to the husband’s family. If it is a customary 

marriage, divorced or widowed women do not inherit any of 

their husband’s property but may have access to land if they 

have a good relationship with their in-laws. However, they 

would have to give this land back to their in-laws in event 

of remarrying. Legally married women who purchase land 

with their husband get half of the purchased land if they 

divorce or become widowed while women married through 

customary practices receive only one-third.

In Sahambavy, customary norms are still respected by the 

community. Razôzy, a widowed woman in Sahambavy 

shared her problems during her interviews: 

“When I got married to RaJean in 1993, my father gave us a 
piece of land on the hillslope as “sotro ihinanana”. My husband 
accepted to stay in our village until his father allocated us two 
parcels of rice fields in 1999. We then moved to his village. 
After one year (2000) my husband died and just after it, my 
father in law took the rice fields and I could not access these 
lands anymore. I had to go back to my village and stay with 
my father who gave me a piece of land to help me although 
it is not yet an inheritance. We are eight sisters and brothers, 
the children of my parents. One of my sisters, in her household 
does not have access to rice fields so I gave my part to her. I’m 
in my father’s house so I can benefit from his production. At 
the same time, I’m working as laborer in other people’s fields.”
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5. Conclusion

The research findings verify that women have limited access 

to land according to the type of land, and even lesser control 

over land and its products depending on not only landscape 

position but also wealth ranking. Gender and class divisions 

of labour were considered in the research agenda. However 

their impact on women’s tenure security was not clearly 

emerging from the data collected during the fieldwork, 

leaving this question to be addressed by further research.

Laws are not much considered or known at community 

level. Statutory laws, which enshrines gender equality 

on land access and control, are not really implemented in 

rural areas. Customary attitudes and practices in relation 

to women continue to dominate land access and tenure 

security in ways that may not always be in women’s best 

interests. The overlapping of customary practices and 

the formal legal system has led to legal and institutional 

pluralism in Madagascar. Local communities do not know 

about their land rights because they lack information and 

knowledge. Therefore, land conflicts and social tension, due 

to competition to obtain land, are increasing (Sandra J.T.M. 

Evers, Martina van den Haak, Inga Lingnau, Nandl Lokhorst 

et Carolien Pronk, 2006). The methods used during the 

data collection failed to give us the complete information 

necessary to enable the team to analyze the gaps and 

overlapping complementarities of both legal and customary 

system further, which could be an area for future research.

The statutory reform measures of 2005 offer women 

opportunities to improve their control over their resource 

base. However, this research indicates that women are not 

taking advantage of these opportunities, possibly because 

they are not aware that they exist. In Miadanandriana, very 

few of the interviewed women knew of the existence 

and the role of the local land office, because the thinking 

that land is men’s business, is deeply rooted inside the 

community. The land reform process, in its current form, may 

not benefit women. Much effort must be done to advocate 

at every level (community, local, district and regional) to 

raise awareness on the importance of including women in 

the process of land reform, for example by implementing 

sensitization activities targeting rural women. The research 

was therefore also intended to enable the development of 

a program of actions to improve women’s understanding of 

land legal processes in order that they may make beneficial 

decisions in terms of their land rights. 
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6. Recommendations

According to our research action project, we identified some 

key points that influence women’s land rights:

•	 Women lack of knowledge about the statutory and 

customary laws and practices that regulate their rights 

to land

•	 There are gaps on women’s land rights in the current 

land reform

•	 While social recognition in determining ownership of the 

land for both genders is important, there are differences 

in the types of land men and women are able to secure 

access to (through inheritance, purchase etc).

•	 Stereotypes guide people strongly in their behavior 

especially in terms of women’s security of tenure and 

land access, which results in women’s self-exclusion 

as well as exclusion by society. These stereotypes can 

be explained by customs, community dynamics, men 

and women’s attitudes, and roles in society, etc. To be 

more precise, examples can be given such as women’s 

fear of the administration offices and officers or the task 

division between members of the household.

Objectives
The research helped the project team to identify the stated 

problems. In order to address those gaps, we define the 

following objectives to be achieved by future activities.

Overall objective
•	 Improving women’s rights to land in the central Highland 

of Madagascar.

•	 The current decentralized land reform has the potential 

space that women could exploit to improve their rights 

to and on land, even if it is not yet gender sensitive. If 

women are able to use this space to improve their tenure 

security, then the measures they use could be taken into 

account for replication by multiple stakeholders.

Specific objectives

SO 1 :-Raising women’s and men’s awareness on women’s rights 

to access and control land

The importance of sensitization cannot be neglected. The 

entire community, must be aware of the legal framework 

in terms of land rights and especially regarding women’s 

issues. The customary systems have a big influence on men 

and women at grassroots level but these customs are also 

subject to the legal system and men and women have to 

learn to work and live within these plural systems.

SO 2:-Build a strong network starting at grass-roots level and 

help to create women’s agency.

This objective can be seen as a mid-term one, but the idea is 

to start piloting activities that create awareness and actions 

among women that strengthen their power to control and 

shape factors affecting the security they have over their land 

and other resources rights.
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Activities
In order to improve women’s security of tenure, there is 

need to enhance their knowledge on their right to access 

and control land. Furthermore, Malagasy women have to 

be convinced that they can ask for their rights to land. In 

doing so future projects should support them to be more 

organized and to improve their current situation by building 

on the existing structures and encouraging women’s agency, 

through ations such as:

•	 Sensitization: on women’s rights to access and control 

resources especially land, on the current land reform 

process and other laws related to accessing other 

resources. 

•	 Technical support to women and especially women’s 

associations.

•	 Trainings and networking in order to enhance women’s 

agency in terms of decision-making, ability to voice and 

fight for their rights.

•	 Advocacy at different levels (community, local authorities, 

regional and national) in order to initiate shifts in 

attitudes regarding women’s status and role in society.

More actions should be undertaken on those issues 

identified:

•	 Improvement of women’s education level.

•	 Advocacy for increasing the number of local land 

offices and improving their recognition by the State. 

This should include a service that is more accessible for 

women (proximity).

•	 Raising women’s awareness on the role they can play 

in the society, for example inside the local recognition 

committee. In these committees, most of the community 

representatives are men. The idea is to initiate changes 

at that level, because of its effectiveness. At community 

level, such changes would be more tangible and visible 

to other women.

Expected results
By conducting the activities defined above, the 

achievements that we seek to have are the following.

Expected result for the first specific objective:

1.1. Women and men are sensitized on women’s rights to 

land, and in the longer term on women’s rights to other 

resources 

1.2. Local authorities (traditional and legal administration) 

start recognizing women’s rights and help to protect 

them 

1.3. Women’s access to and control over land is improved 

(mid-term outcome)

Expected results for the second specific objective:

2.1. Women at grass root level are organized and know their 

rights especially with respect to land

2.2. Women at grass root level help their peers in the nearby 

areas by communicating and sharing experiences on 

women’s rights to land

2.3. Strong women’s movement are established prmoting 

women’s land rights, first locally and in the longer term 

at national level.
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Appendix 

Fokontany (Village): Antotohazo

Marital status M1 M2

Wealth R1 R2 R3 R1 R2 R3

Household size

Education
T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3

E1 4 11 3 5 2 3 0 0 1 0 1 1 2 1 0 0 0 1

E2 7 14 7 8 40 26 0 2 8 1 0 4 2 5 2 0 1 0

E3 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Marital status M3 M4

Wealth R1 R2 R3 R1 R2 R3

Household size

Education
T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3

E1 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

E2 3 1 2 2(1L) 1 1 0 0 0 1 5 0 0 3 2 1 0 0

E3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Women’s Land RightsWomen’s Land Rights

Fokontany (Village): Bedia

Marital 
status

M1 M2 M3

Wealth R1 R2 R3 R1 R2 R3 R1 R2 R3

Household 
size

Education

T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3

E1 0 1 2 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

E2 0 3 2 0 1 4 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

E3 3 12 4 7 17 21 0 0 0 3 1 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 0

E4 0 1 0 5 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

Marital status M4

Wealth R1 R2 R3

Household size

Education
T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3

E1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

E2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

E3 3 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

E4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Fokontany (Village): Ambalavao Ivondrona

Marital status M1 M2

Wealth R1 R2 R3 R1 R2 R3

Household size

Education
T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3

E1 3 3 3 6 8 2 0 0 0 0 0 1(L) 0 1(L) 0 0 0 0

E2 15 9 12 14 51 39 2 2 7 2(1L) 4(1L) 3 2 1 7 0 1 0

E3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Marital status M3 M4

Wealth R1 R2 R3 R1 R2 R3

Household size

Education
T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3

E1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 1 0 1 3 1 0 1 0

E2 7 4 2 0 5 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 2 0 0 0 0

E3 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Fokontany (Village): Ambohipeno (36 cases)

Marital status M1 M2

Wealth R1 R2 R3 R1 R2 R3

Household size

Education
T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3

E1 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

E2 3 1 2 52 45 26 1 2 1 0 1 0 12 4 1 0 0 0

E3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

Marital status M3 M4

Wealth R1 R2 R3 R1 R2 R3

Household size

Education
T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3

T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3

E1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

E2 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 0 0 0 0 0

E3 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0

Marital status M5

Wealth R1 R2 R3

Household size

Education

T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3

E1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

E2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

E3 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0
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Fokontany (Village): Ambohitsoabe (37 cases)

Marital status M1 M2

Wealth R1 R2 R3 R1 R2 R3

Household size

Education

T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3

E1 2 4 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 4 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

E2 18 5 7 11 11 3 0 0 0 7 1 1 2 2 0 0 0 1

E3 10 5 1 12 11 3 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0

Marital status M3 M4

Wealth R1 R2 R3 R1 R2 R3

Household size

Education

T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3

E1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

E2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

E3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Marital status M5

Wealth R1 R2 R3

Household size

Education

T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3

E1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

E2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

E3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total number of women interviewed in Miadanandriana was 

61. More than 50% of them belongs to poor social category. 

Although women of all marital status were considered in this 

research, more married women were interviewed. 
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Wealth ranking

Sites Marital status Poor Medium Rich Total

Ambohimanjaka Divorced 2     2

  Married 10 3 2 15

  Widowed 2 1 3

Total Ambohimanjaka 4 2 20

Ambohipeno Divorced 1     1

  Single mother 1   1

  Married 3 11 2 16

  Widowed 2 2 4

Total Ambohipeno 13 2 22

Ambohitsobe Single mother 1     1

  Married 8 4 2 14

  Widowed 3 1 4

Total Ambohitsobe 5 2 19

Total   33 22 6 61

In Sahambavy, focus group discussions were about customary 

practices, women’s rights, daily and seasonal calendars, land 

conflicts. Criteria for social mapping were also defined in a 

focus group discussion. The following table shows , the FGDs 

undertaken in each fokontany of Sahambavy. 
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Theme Group type Antotohazo Ambalavao Bedia

Customary practices  Mixte 1 1 1

Customary practices  Women 1 1 2

Customary practices  Men 2 2 1

Women’s Rights Women 1 - -

Women’s Rights Men - 1 -

Seasonal and daily calendar Poor women 1 1 1

Seasonal and daily calendar Women in medium class 1 1 1

Seasonal and daily calendar Rich women 1 1 1

Land conflicts Mixte 1 1 -

In the 3 Fokontany,  the total number of interviewed women 

was 65 . According to the following table, only 7 women 

(10%) belong to the rich class, the others are poor or in the 

medium wealth category.
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Site Marital status Poor Medium Rich General total 

Ambalavao Divorced 4 2   6

  Single mother 1 1 1 3

  Married 2 2 1 5

  Widowed 1 2 1 4

Total Ambalavao   8 7 3 18

Antotohazo Divorced 2 1   3

  Single mother 2 1   3

  Married 5 3 1 9

  widowed 1 4 2 7

Total Antotohazo   10 9 3 22

Bedia Divorced   1   1

  Single mother 3 2   5

  Married 3 8 1 12

  Widowed 3 4   7

Total Bedia   9 15 1 25

General total   27 31 7 65
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Certification cost of land parcels

•	 Fix cost to be paid on the actual request = 5,000 ar/

request of the Land Certificate

•	 Variable cost as decided by the Conseil Communal 

(Below a comparison of costs of Land Certificates (CF) of 

the Local Land Office (BIF) in Faratsiho – Miadanandriana – 

Soavinandriana, in 2007)

For less than 100 are (Cost/Surface)

0,00

10 000,00

20 000,00

30 000,00

40 000,00

50 000,00

60 000,00

1 20 40 60 80 Surface (are)

Coût (ariary)



Women’s Land RightsWomen’s Land Rights

For a surface between 1 and 10 ha
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