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M arriage Registration Act, 2028 (1971)

Date of Authentication and Publication
2028.6.6 (Sep. 22, 1971)

Amendments:
1. Administration of Justice Act, 2048 (1991) 204&e2( (May 30, 1991)
2. Amending some Nepal Acts relating to maintain

Gender Equality Act, 2063 2063.7.17 (Nov2@06)

An Act made to providefor the Regigration of M arriage

Preamble: Whereas, it is expedient to provide for legal yismns to conclude the
marriage through registration and to register theriage to provide legal certainty as per
the need of the changing society,
Be it enacted by His Majesty's King Mahendra BikrBm Shah Dev with the
advise and consent Bastriya Panchayat.
Chapter-1
Preliminary
1. Short Title, Extent and Commencement: (1) This Act may be called as
"Marriage Registration Act, 2028 (1971)"

(2) This Act shall come into force all over Nepaldato all Nepalese
Citizens residing in aboard.
(3) This Act shall come into force from Poush 122@Dec. 16, 1971))
2. Definitions: Unless the subject or context otherwise provide#)is Act,-
(@) "Marriage Registration Officer" means the dadfi@ppointed or designated
pursuant to Section 3.
(b)  "Prescribed" means prescribed in the Rulesdichomder this Act.

3. Marriage Registration Officer: For the purpose of this Act, Government of

Nepal may appoint or designate one or more Marriaggistration Officers for
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every District of Nepal or foreign country, placeavea by Notification published
in Nepal Gazetté.
Chapter-2
Marriage through Regigration

4, Marriage may be concluded: Except otherwise prohibited to get marriage

pursuant to prevailing law, the following male gathale may conclude marriage
pursuant to this Act,-

(@) Incase any of the male or female does not hasband or wife,

(b)  In case one of the male or female has not goee and

® (c) Incase both the male and female have compthage of twenty years.

5. Application_for Marriage: (1) The male and female, who are interested to

conclude a marriage under this Act, shall submitapplication at least fifteen
days earlier, in a prescribed format before therige Registration Officer.

(2) To submit an application pursuant to Sub-sac{, both the male or
female or one of them must have resided in the @ueadiction) of the concerned
Marriage Registration Officer, since at least &ftedays before to submit such
application.

6. Marriage Application Detail Register: (1) The Marriage Registration Officer

shall maintain the detail of the application, reedi pursuant to Section 5, in the
marriage application detail register so prescricmal shall also keep the
application in the official record. Such applicatidetail register shall be shown to
the person interested to inspect the register witbbarging any fees.

(2) The Marriage Registration Officer shall makedacision regarding
whether or not to conclude the marriage, withinesedays upon receiving the
application pursuant to Section 5.

(3) In case, the Marriage Registration Officer @snto conclude the

proposed marriage, for finding it in against of theevailing law, any of the

#  Officer has been designated by a Notificatior2698.8.17.
°  Amended by Amending Some Nepal Acts to maintand@r Equality Act, 2063.
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proposed party to the marriage may file an appefdre the concernetiCourt of
Appealwithin thirty days of such denial. In such case tlecision of th& Court
of Appealshall be final and the Marriage Registration Gifishall proceed as per
the decision of th&Court of Appeal

Procedure to be followed by the M arriage Registration Officer in aboard in

case of any doubt: Notwithstanding anything contained in this Adig tMarriage

Registration Officer stationed in aboard has anybdaegarding the proposed
marriage, such officer shall forward the mattertie Government of Nepal for
decision and proceed as per the decision of thee@owent. In such case,
marriage shall not be concluded unless the decwHidhe Government of Nepal is
received.

Procedure of Marriage: (1) Before concluding a marriage pursuant to s,

the parties to the marriage and at least threeeasms shall sign a deed of
declaration (affidavit) in a prescribed format asdbmit it to the Marriage
Registration Officer and the Marriage Registratiofficer shall also put signature
in this document.

(2) Whether any religious, ethnic or dynastic costdradition, usage or
practice has been followed or not or it has to dvwed or not, to conclude a
valid marriage pursuant to this Act, the partiesh® marriage shall address the
following statement in front of the Marriage Remgion Officer and witnesses
who have signed in the deed of declaration (affijlav

o, hereby, accept/agree to yau.......... as my legal husband/wife.

Marriage to be concluded within a time frame: A marriage has to be concluded

within three months in case it has been so deguesluant to Section 6 or it has
been finally decided by the Government of Nepatase it was so forwarded to
the Government pursuant to Section 7 and in cas®miage is not concluded

within that time frame one has to submit a new iapibn for the marriage.

K

Amended by Administration of Justice Act, 2048.
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Regidration of Marriage: (1) The Marriage Registration Officer shall regrsthe

marriage concluded pursuant to Section 8 in theriage register so prescribed
and the parties to the marriage, witnesses andiddarReqgistration Officer shall
put signature on such register.

(2) Such registration shall be the evidence of ariage concluded under
this Act.

(3) Atfter the conclusion of such marriage, the Mege Registration Officer
shall issue a Marriage Registration Certificatehe parties to the marriage in a
prescribed format.

Chapter-3
Regigration of other M arriages

Regigration of other M arriages: (1) Any marriage or marital relation concluded

pursuant to the custom, tradition, usage or praatmer any religion, ethnicity or
dynasty, after the commencement of this Act, mayelggstered under this Act in
case such marriage does not contradict the prandthis Act.

(2) The couple intending to register a marriagectmed pursuant to Sub-
section (1) shall submit an application in the pri®d format before the
concerned Marriage Registration Officer, where tlagg being resided since
fifteen days.

(3) The provisions of Section 6 and Section 7 shisth apply in relation to
the application submitted pursuant to Sub-sec@)n (

(4) The Marriage Registration Officer shall registee marriage into the
marriage register maintained in the prescribed &mentioning the details of the
marriage, in case such marriage or marital relasatecided to be registered upon
the completion of the procedure of Sub-sectionaf8) the couple, witnesses and
the Marriage Registration Officer shall put sigmatin the marriage register.

(5) In the course of the registration of the majgigoursuant to Sub-section

(4), the date of marriage or marital relation shellmentioned and the name, age,
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and sex of the children, who got birth after sualedshall also be mentioned in
the register.
(6) The registration made pursuant to Sub-sec#rsljall be an evidence
of a marriage between the couple.
(7) After such registration, the Marriage RegistnatOfficer shall issue a
Marriage Registration Certificate to the couplaiprescribed format.
Chapter-4

M iscellaneous

Saving: Anything mentioned in this Act shall not causs adverse effect to the
legality of any marriage concluded so far or tacbecluded in the future pursuant
to the custom, tradition, usage or practice.

Punishment to the Marriage Regisration Officer for violation of law: In case

the Marriage Registration Officer knowingly cause donclude a marriage or
register any marriage contrary to this Act or catseviolate any procedure
prescribed in this Act or Rules framed thereunderconclude or register a
marriage, such officer shall be punished with aprisonment upto Six months or
fine upto One Thousand Rupees or the both.

Punishment for declaring or writing false statement or_such withess: A person

who gives statement to establish marriage whilehso@arriage was not so
concluded or knowingly makes false declarationieegfalse statement in writing
or a person who accepts to be an witness in susscshall be punished with an
imprisonment upto Three months or a fine upto Humdred Rupees or the both.
Correction: The Marriage Registration Officer, if finds appr@te to correct any
detail mentioned in the marriage register, mayexrrwithout making any cross
off in the content itself rather putting the detatb the side of the register book, in
front of the parties to the marriage or in fronttwb dependable witnesses in case
parties to the marriage have already been deadsenaand such officer shall sign
and cause to put the signature of the partiesgotarriage or the witnesses as the

case may be.
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16.

Power to frame Rules: (1) To meet the objectives of this Act, the Gaweent of
Nepal may frame Rules.
(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the posveonferred by Sub-
section (1) such Rules particularly may providedny of the following matters:
(& In relation to the appointment or power, functioluty and
area(Jurisdiction) of the Marriage Registrationi€f,
(b)  Application form, registration book, format of tieertificate
and modalities to fill up the forms under this Act,

(c) In relation to providing copy of the applicatiorertficate
and other documents and the fees therefor.

Note: Words modified by the "Some Nepal Laws Amendnitt 2063

"Government of Nepal' Instead of "His Majesty's @&mnment of Nepal"
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