The Implication of Vietnam’s Joint-land Title Policy on
Women and Their Empowerment
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How do existing social and Cultural

~ norms mediate women’s
_ perceptions and capabmty N

claiming for their land entitlements?



Research Objectiv es

| title on women’s economic and social
” empowerment and

To understand how certain social and cultural
norms mediate women s perceptlons and
behawour towards exercising land rights

. To essess the'ifnplicatiOnS of having fofmal_land -



Phase 1:
 Household survey |

* Interview with key informants
« Focus group discussions (4 %)

Phase 2:
In-depth interview with ¢
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» Patriarchal society:
— Men headshlp : | _
" Patrllocal & patrlllneal mamage :

. Customary ownershlp .
— Communal: natural resources
| e Regulatlng, sanctlonlng, rltual =
P Prlvate | L ..
-* Use, management (limited dlsposaI/exchange)
> Dual govern/ng system : '
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* Women'’s access to credit is not increased
by the joint-title LTCs because of the |
availability of non-collateral microfinance

» Livelihood diversification
— cattle husbandry (credit programs)
- — paid labour (forest plantation programs)



ng,njand t|tI|ng & Women e. wermer

’ Increase In paddy crop’s productwrty and
mtenslty as the result of |rr|gat|on |

. Increase N Cattle as the result of credlt
programs '

= Land title does not have impact in
women'’s economic empowerment




* Resource: Land title
- Agency: |
— Women’s awareness: desire & concern, co-
ownership, land rights (use, work, share of land,
~_disposal), security, decision-making
— Women’'s agenda: see no use of LTCs
= Negotiatioh/decision-making: increased as the result
of interactions, exposure..., not LTC
- Achievement: no change in access & contrg
over land . . |
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Marginalised from property inheritance

Marriage out

PN Access to land through husband

LANDLESS
DEPENDENTS

Loss access to land if marriage is broken

Rely on male relative for land
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i Ablllty Awareness + Percelved gains
"« Perceived galns asplratlons/prlorlties < Iand tltle
Hps Asplratlons
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- Need for securlty
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. REFLECTIONS on Dlvorce & Husband S death é

mquence of SOCIAL NORMS

. DILEMMAS e CHOICE

= @ Land rights
— Brothers’ resistance _
— Parents’ caring roles

é:--_Women’s .é-_cquiescen'c;,-e > SETBA_CK.
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men’s Subjectivities - Re%roduelng

. The need for SECURITY from marrlage |nst|tut|on 9
pass land to sons | e .

| i:-?_"Reithirce__-'& Re'pr'o'd:uge" their DEPENDENCY.



. Welfare & EfflClency No beneﬁts for Q

- Eqmty & Empowerment |
- Raise women'’s awareness (power W|th|n)
—No effect on access and control over :Iand

s Tradltlonal norms: |
Ly Q S |dent|ty as dependents

S ?'s acquiescence & reproductlon of @’'s
|dent|ty 9 Q's ablllty to clalm Iand rlghts’?
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