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Order of the Ministry of Agriculture of the People’s Republic of China
(No.47)
The Measures for the Administration of Circulation of Rural Land Contracted Management Right,
which were deliberated and adopted at the second executive meeting of the Ministry of
Agriculture on January 7, 2005, are hereby promulgated and shall come into force as of March 1st,
2005.
Minister Du Qinglin
January 19, 2005
Measures for the Administration of Circulation of Rural Land Contracted Management Right
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Chapter | General Provisions
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Article 1 The present Measures are formulated in accordance with the Law on the Contracting of
Rural Land and the relevant provisions for the purpose of regulating the acts of circulation of
rural land contracted management right, maintaining the lawful rights and interests of both

parties of circulation, and promoting the development of agriculture and rural economy.
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Article 2 The circulation of rural land contracted management right shall be on the basis of
sticking to the system of household contracted management system of farmers and stabilizing
the rural land contracting relationship, and follow the principle of fair negotiation, in accordance
with law, free will and onerousness.
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Article 3 The agriculture use of any contracted land shall not be altered due to the circulation of
rural land contracted management right, the term of circulation may not exceed the remaining
time limit of the contract term, and the lawful rights and interests of the interested parties and
the rural collective economic organizations may not be impaired.
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Article 4 The circulation of rural land contracted management right shall be normative and in
order. The lawfully formed circulation relationship shall be subject to protection.
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Article 5 The competent administrative (or rural management) department of agriculture of the
people’s government at or above the county level shall be responsible for guiding the circulation
of rural land contracted management right and the contract management within their own
administrative regions in light of the functions as prescribed by the people’s government at the
corresponding level.
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Chapter Il Parties to the Circulation
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Article 6 A contractor shall have the right to determine of its/his own will whether the contracted
land shall be circulated, and determine the objects and ways of circulation. No entity or
individual may force or obstruct the contractor to circulate its/his contracted land according to
law.
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Article 7 The income from the circulation of rural land contracted management right shall be
owned by the contractor, no organization or individual may seize, retain or withhold it.
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Article 8 In case a contractor circulates its/his contracted land by entrusting a contract-issuing
party or an intermediary organization voluntarily, the contractor shall issue a power of attorney
for land circulation. The power of attorney shall specify the entrusted matters, power and time
limit, etc. with the signature or seal of the entrusting party.
No organization or individual may have any right to determine to circulate the contracted land of
any farmer in any form without the written entrustment of the contractor.
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Article 9 The assignee of the circulation of rural land contracted management right may be the
contracting farmer, or may be any other organization or individual that is allowed to undertake
agricultural production and management according to the relevant laws and provisions. Under
the same conditions, the member of the same collective economic organization shall have the
priority.
The assignee shall have the agricultural management capacity.
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Article 10 The ways, term and concrete conditions of the circulation of rural land contracted
management right shall be determined by the two parties to the circulation through equal

negotiation.
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Article 11 After a contractor has reached an intention for circulation with an assignee, if the
circulation is made by way of subcontracting, leasing, interchanging or other ways, the contractor
shall put that on archives to the contract-issuing party in time. If the circulation is made by way of
transfer, the contractor shall file an application for transfer to the contract-issuing party
beforehand.
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Article 12 An assignee shall protect the land according to the provisions of the relevant laws and
regulations, no assignee may alter the agriculture use of the circulated land.
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Article 13 An assignee shall win the consent of the former contractor when re-circulating the land
which has been circulated by way of subcontracting or leasing.
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Article 14 Where an assignee improves the throughput of any land due to input during the period
of circulation, when the land circulation contract expires or does not expire and the contractor
takes back the contracted land according to law, the assignee shall have the right to get
corresponding compensation. The concrete measures for compensation may be stipulated in the
land circulation contract or resolved through negotiation by the two parties.
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Chapter Il Ways of Circulation
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Article 15 The rural land contracted management right lawfully obtained by a contractor may be
circulated by way of subcontracting, leasing, interchanging, transferring or other ways that
comply with the provisions of relevant laws and state policies.
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Article 16 In case a contractor circulates part or all of the rural land contracted management right
by way of subcontracting, leasing or contributing as a share according to law, the contracting
relationship between the contractor and the contract-issuing party shall remain unchanged, and
the right enjoyed and the obligations undertaken by both parties shall remain unchanged.
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Article 17 In case the contractors of the same collective economic organization exchange the land
contracted management rights of their own will, the contracting rights enjoyed and the
obligations undertaken by both parties for the interchange of land shall also be exchanged



accordingly, the parties may require going through formalities for the alteration registration of
the certificate of rural land contracted management right.
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Article 18 In case a contractor circulates the rural land contracted management right by way of
transfer, the parties may require going through formalities for altering, writing off or reissuing the
certificate of rural land contracted management right in time upon the approval of the
contract-issuing party.
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Article 19 The contractors may develop cooperative agricultural production through contributing
the contracted land as a share of their own will, but the land contributed shall be returned to the
former contracting farmer at the dissolution of the share-holding cooperation.
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Article 20 The land contracted management right obtained by way of transfer and interchange
may be circulated, after the land contracted management right has been obtained upon
registration according to law, by taking such ways as subcontracting, leasing, interchanging,
transferring or other ways complying with the provisions of laws and state policies.
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Chapter IV Circulation Contract
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Article 21 A contractor shall sign a written circulation contract with the assignee on the basis of
agreement through negotiation when circulating rural land contracted management right.
The circulation contract of rural land contracted management right shall be in quadruplicate,
each party of the circulation shall have one copy, the contract-issuing party and the department
of rural land contracting management of the people’s government of any village or town shall
have one copy respectively for archival purpose.
In case the contractor transfers any land to another person for plowing as an agent for less than
one year, he need not sign the written contract.
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Article 22 In case a contractor entrusts any contract-issuing party or any intermediary service
organization to circulate its/his contracted land, the circulation contract shall be signed by the
contractor or the agent under its/his entrustment in written forms.
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Article 23 The circulation contract of rural land contracted management right shall cover the
following contents in general:

. The name and residence place of both parties;

. The four boundaries of a piece of land, its location, area and quality grade;

. The circulation term and the beginning and ending dates;

. Ways of circulation;

. Purpose of the use of the circulated land;

. Rights and obligations of the two parties;

. Circulation price and ways of payment;
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. The handling of the appurtenance of the land and the relevant facilities after the expiry of the
circulation contract; and
9. Liabilities for breach of contract.
The text format of the circulation contract of rural land contracted management right shall be
determined by the administrative department of agriculture of the people’s government at the
provincial level.
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Article 24 The parties to the circulation of rural land contracted management right may apply for
verification of a contract to the department of rural land contracting management of the people’s
government of any village or town.

The department of rural land contracting management of the people’s government of any village
or town may not force the parties to the circulation of land contracted management right to



accept verification of a contract.
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Chapter V Circulation Administration
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Article 25 A contract-issuing party shall handle archival filing in time upon the request of the
contractor for circulating contracted land by subcontracting, leasing, interchanging or by other
ways, and report to the department of rural land contracting management of the people’s
government of the village or town.
In case a contractor transfers the contracted land, and the contract-issuing party agrees to such
transfer, it/he shall report to the department of rural land contracting management of the
people’s government of the village or town in time, and cooperate in handling the relevant
alteration formalities. If the contract-issuing party does not agree to the transfer, it/he shall
explain the reasons to the contractor in writing within 7 days.
Wtk REITNAGTIR B, WAL, EHEEE ATy R A

PR, B R pRag 5, IRk 2 (D ANRBUMARK TR (48 BEER T

AR RN, KETTRIEREALR, RN 2 D N RBUFARS R4,
EHAI TR, PR E A KRR T L, KO ARERER, M T-EHN AT+
THI Ut L

Article 26 The department of rural land contracting management of the people’s government of
any village or town shall provide in time the circulation contract with uniform text format to the
contractor that has reached the circulation intention, and give guidance to the signing of the
contract.
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Article 27 The department of rural land contracting management of the people’s government of
any village or town shall establish registries for the circulation of rural land contracted
management right, and record the conditions for the circulation of rural land contracted
management right accurately and timely. In case any contracted land is circulated by ways of
subcontracting, leasing or other ways, the relevant registration shall be gone through in time. If
the contracted land is circulated by way of transfer or interchange, the relevant formalities for
the alteration of the relevant contracting contract and certificate of land contracted management
right shall be handled in time.
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Article 28 The department of rural land contracting management of the people’s government of
any village or town shall file the circulation contract of rural land contracted management right
and the relevant documents, texts and materials and keep them properly.
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Article 29 In case any land contracted management right is circulated by way of interchange or
transfer, and the parties apply for going through circulation registration on the land contracted
management right, the administrative department of agriculture (rural management) of the
people’s government at the county level shall accept it and handle it in accordance with the
provisions of the Measures for the Administration of Certificate of Rural Land Contracted
Management Right.
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Article 30 Any intermediary organization that undertakes the service of rural land contracted
management right shall put itself on archives at the administrative department of agriculture
(rural management) of the local people’s government at or above the county level and accept
their guidance, and provide circulation intermediary services according to laws and relevant
provisions.
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Article 31 The department of rural land contracting management of the people’s government of
any village or town shall correct in time the stipulations of both parties to the circulation that
violate laws and regulations discovered by it during guiding the conclusion and verification of any
circulation contract.
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Article 32 The administrative department of agriculture (rural management) of the local people’s
government at or above the county level shall strengthen guidance to the work of the
department of rural land contracting management of the people’s government of any village or
town. The department of rural land contracting management of the people’s government of any
village or town shall carry out the work for the guidance and administration of circulation of rural
land contracted management rights according to law and perform its duties properly.
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Article 33 In case there occurs any dispute or dissension in the circulation of any rural land
contracted management right, the parties shall resolve it through negotiation according to law.
If the parties cannot reach an agreement through negotiation, they may ask for conciliation by
the village committee or the people’s government of the village or town.
If the parties are unwilling to negotiate with each other or cannot reach an agreement through
conciliation, they may apply for arbitration to the rural land contracting arbitration institution, or
may file a lawsuit to the people’s court directly.
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Chapter VI Supplementary Provisions
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Article 34 In case anyone contracts barren mountains, barren ditches or barren hills, or desolate
beaches and other rural land by ways of bid invitation, auction or open negotiation, and obtains
the certificate of rural land contracted management right after lawful registration, he may
circulate the land by ways of transfer, leasing, contributing as a share, mortgaging or by other
means, the present Measures shall be referred to when the circulation administration is
conducted.
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Article 35 The “transfer” as mentioned in the present Measures shall mean that a contractor who
has a stable non-agricultural profession or stable source of income, and upon the application of
the contractor and with the consent of the contract-issuing party, transfers part or all of the land
contracted management right to any other farmer who undertakes the management of
agricultural production, and the farmer performs the corresponding rights and obligations of the
land contracting contract. The former land contracting relationship shall be terminated
automatically after the transfer, and the land contracted management right within the
contracting period of the former contractor shall be lost partly or totally.

The “subcontract” shall mean that the contractor transfers part or all of the land contracted
management right to any other farmer in the same collective economic organization within a



certain period to undertake agricultural production management. The former land contracting
relationship shall remain unchanged after the subcontracting, and the former contractor shall
continue to perform the rights and obligations as prescribed in the original land contracting
contract. The party receiving the subcontract shall be responsible to the subcontractor according
to the stipulated conditions. The case in which the contractor hands the land to another person
to plow for less than one year shall be excluded.
The interchange shall mean that the contractors exchange the contracted land subject to the
same collective economic organization and the corresponding land contracted management
rights at the same time for the purpose of convenience for plowing or their respective needs.
The “contributing as a share” shall mean that the contractor that applies the method of family
contracting contributes the land contracted management right as share right to undertake
cooperative agricultural production and management jointly of their own will for the purpose of
developing agricultural economy; and the contractor taking other contracting ways quantifies the
land contracted management right as share right, and buys a share to form joint stock company
or cooperatives to undertake agricultural production and management.
The “leasing” shall mean that the contractor leases part or all of the land contracted
management right to others to undertake agricultural production and management within a
period of time. The former land contracting relationship after leasing shall remain unchanged,
the former contractor shall continue to perform the rights and obligations as prescribed by the
former land contracting contract. The tenant shall be responsible to the contractor according to
the conditions stipulated when leasing.
The “assignees” as mentioned in the present Measures shall include the party receiving the
contract and the tenant, etc..
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Article 36 The present Measures shall come into force officially on March 1st, 2005.
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