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Kenyan bid to ban bride-price payments

COMMENTS (11)

Kenya's government plans to ban bride-price payments, legalise polygamy and consider couples co-habiting for more
than six months to be legally married.

The controversial proposals were approved by the cabinet, but will not become law until passed by parliament.

The cabinet said the bill aimed to offer legal protection to all forms of marriages in the country - Christian, Islamic, Hindu, civil and
traditional.

It is intended to give women and children protection under the law.

'Come-we-stay' relationships
The BBC's Muliro Telewa in the capital, Nairobi, says the decision to stop the age-old custom of bride price is one of the most
contentious of the proposals to harmonise the East African nation's marriage laws.

Bride prices are commonly paid by most of Kenya's more than 40 ethnic groups.

Current customary law stipulates that a marriage is not considered legal unless a bride price has been paid, usually in the form of
cows.

Even couples married in a religious or civil ceremony will often not be considered bound in the traditional sense by their families
unless a payment is made.

Under the new proposals, co-habiting couples in what are known in Kenya as "come-we-stay" relationships will be considered
married after a six-month period.

Our correspondent says many couples, among them college students, are in such relationships.

In most of these cases, people live together for convenience and can decide to go their separate ways without any future
commitment, he says.

However, in some cases men have been known to walk out if children are born.

If the proposals became law, in rural areas chiefs would have to register "come-we-stay" relationships by issuing marriage
certificates and ensuring that in the event of a break-up, maintenance is paid to spouses and any children.

'Against tradition'
The proposals on legalising polygamy are intended to bring civil law - where a man is only allowed one wife - in line with
customary law where some cultures allow for multiple partners.

Despite allowing polygamy, the cabinet says men and women should have equal status within all marriages with regards to
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property and inheritance.

Gay marriages would not be allowed as they are banned under Kenya's constitution, and the proposals would not affect
communities which allow women to marry each other if the older partner is infertile, as these partnerships are usually to do
with property inheritance.

Our reporter says the proposals have caused a big stir on social media sites because many people say some of the changes go
against traditional and religious values.

As 90% of MPs are men, their past performance on issues of custom and tradition suggests they are likely to oppose sections of
the bill, he says.
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11. Ian Sankey 
10TH NOVEMBER 2012 - 17:01
... just one question, Polygamy becoming legal, does that mean women
can have multiple husbands too? fair's fair I guess.

10. Ian Sankey 
10TH NOVEMBER 2012 - 16:50
Polygamy works well in Afghanistan, Pakistan - and with forward looking
and stable societies like these, it's only logical that other nations would
want to emulate them.

9. Kingsley O 
10TH NOVEMBER 2012 - 14:05
Polygamy should be legalized throughout the world.News of political
leaders & public figures fall from grace due to extra-marital affairs is proof
that monogamy has not & will never work.People should have the option of
monogamy or polygamy. Western countries are encouraging/spreading
LGBT & same-sex marriage on others, while they are against polygamy. I
don't get it!!

8. Yasmin Jumaali 
10TH NOVEMBER 2012 - 12:00
I would prefer not to be considered married to someone after 6 months.
That Idea in itself will ruin young relationships. what if someone wants to
be in a different relationship every 6 months? They have to keep
registering, thats exhausting! 
Perhaps it should as simple as, if a man is found to be the father then he is
obligated to contribute to the child's welfare.

7. African Gypsy 
10TH NOVEMBER 2012 - 8:04
Societies where lobola and polygamy are permitted tend to be corrupt,
violent, and generally uncivilized. This may not be a causal relationship,
but it is certainly coincidental. As groups become better educated and
more fit for the modern workd, such practices tend to die out naturally.
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Ebola death rates 70% - WHO study
[/news/world-africa-29327741]
New figures suggest 70% of those infected in West Africa have died, higher than previously reported.
Nigeria MPs fury at 'cash arms deal'
[/news/world-africa-29330238]
Cape Town shuts pro-gay mosque
[/news/world-africa-29328196]
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